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For information, contact:

 Heather Issvoran

 Director, Strategic Communications/Contract Support
(831) 402-4672 

Email: hissvora@nps.edu  

For Immediate Release

FDNY Fire Lieutenant Earns Security 
Master’s Degree from Naval Postgraduate School

MONTEREY, Calif. – Anna Schermerhorn-Collins, lieutenant in the Fire Department City of New York (FDNY), completed a Master of Arts Degree in Security Studies at the Naval Postgraduate School Center for Homeland Defense and Security March 31.
Schermerhorn-Collins joined the FDNY in July 1996. She was a firefighter assigned to Ladder 9 in lower Manhattan on September 11, 2001. After promoting to lieutenant in August 2005, Schermerhorn-Collins became the first woman fire officer assigned in the Bronx Borough Command. She has served as a lieutenant at Engine 93 in the Washington Heights neighborhood of Upper Manhattan since December 2006. In 2010, Schermerhorn-Collins successfully completed the FDNY/West Point Counterterrorism Leadership Program. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology from the University of Minnesota/Twin Cities prior to her service in the FDNY. She resides in Yonkers, New York. 
During the 18-month online and in-residence program, Schermerhorn-Collins collaborated with homeland security officials from across the nation on current policy, strategy and organizational design challenges.  She wrote a thesis titled, “The Challenges to Gender Integration in the Career Fire Services: A Comparative Case Study of Men in Nursing.”
Twenty-eight CHDS students participated in the ceremony. They represent a snapshot of the homeland security profession, including professionals from the fields of homeland security, emergency management law enforcement, fire service, public health education and city/county government.
CHDS, located at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS), is the nation’s homeland security educator. Master’s degree students develop critical thinking, leadership and policy skills during a rigorous 18-month program. Each graduate completes a thesis on a current issue facing his/her jurisdiction. These theses often translate into policy and practice. The CHDS is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), National Preparedness Directorate, within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). (For information, visit www.chds.us.)
ABOUT NPS: The mission of the Naval Postgraduate School is to provide unique advanced education and research programs in order to increase the combat effectiveness of the U.S. and Allied armed forces as well as enhance the security of the United States.  For information, visit www.nps.edu.
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